
Press Release 

Move Oregon’s Border for a Greater Idaho announced July 13 that their president had filed a federal 

lawsuit, in light of the COVID-19 situation, hoping for a reduction of the number of signatures required 

to get their ballot initiatives on ballots in rural Oregon counties.  Their ballot initiatives are related to 

moving the Oregon/Idaho border to make rural Oregon a part of Idaho. 

 

Their complaint was filed in U.S. District Court June 30, followed by a motion for a temporary restraining 

order and/or preliminary injunction.  A hearing is scheduled for July 20.  The deadline for signatures for 

county measures this year is August 5.  

 

Their case was assigned to U.S. District Judge Michael McShane in Eugene, who recently granted relief to 

a group called People Not Politicians in a case that is similar, except that it regards a statewide ballot 

initiative. Judge McShane granted the request of People Not Politicians that their deadline be delayed 

from July 2 to August 17, and the number of valid signatures required statewide be reduced from nearly 

150,000 to 59,000.  People Not Politicians had requested this signature number, as they reported that 

they already have over 64,000 signatures.  

 

In some counties, Move Oregon’s Border for a Greater Idaho has not made as much progress as People 

Not Politicians toward their signature requirements.  It’s unclear how much more relief Judge McShane 

would be willing to give to Move Oregon’s Border for a Greater Idaho.  They said their progress in 

signature collection varies widely from one county to the next.  A US District Judge in Illinois granted an 

injunction that reduced the required number of signatures in Illinois down to 10% of the original 

number, and the state’s request for a stay of this injunction was denied by the 7th Circuit Court of 

Appeals on June 21.  However, most judges have not reduced the number of signatures required that 

much. 

 

Mike McCarter, president of Move Oregon’s Border said, “I encourage everyone to download a petition 

from www.GreaterIdaho.org and collect signatures even in the counties that have fallen behind 

schedule, because there is a good chance that the required number could be reduced drastically.  Stand 

in a place with a lot of foot traffic, and ask people if they feel that the governor’s doing a perfect job.  If 

they say no, then ask if they would like to sign a petition that solves that problem permanently.  Inform 

them that combining all taxes together, the average Idahoan paid $1753 less in taxes per year than the 

average Oregonian in 2018. And cost of living is 39% higher in Oregon than in Idaho.” 

 
Mike McCarter, 
Leader, Move Oregon’s Border For a Greater Idaho movement 
President, Move Oregon’s Border 501(c)(4), P.O. Box 1294, La Pine, Oregon, 97739  
Plaintiff, McCarter v. Brown, 6:20-cv-01048 

http://www.greateridaho.org/


List of locations where petitions may be picked up: 

www.facebook.com/groups/GreaterIdaho/permalink/568593160471945 

Press: for hi-res images of signatures being collected in Josephine County, the rally in Douglas County, or 

the maps, email CascadeCarry@Outlook.com 

For earlier press releases, visit www.GreaterIdaho.org  

Please read our FAQ here: www.greateridaho.org/the_downloads/2020/main/FAQ.pdf 

Read our main document here: 

www.greateridaho.org/the_downloads/2019/main/Greater_Idaho_Proposal.pdf 

The main Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/GreaterIdaho 

For info on asking your county commissioner to put greater Idaho on the ballot, visit: 

www.facebook.com/GreaterIdaho/photos/a.112830530234555/157009962483278 

 

Context of this press release: 
https://www.opb.org/news/article/redistricting-oregon-measure-ballot-2020/ 
https://www.bendbulletin.com/localstate/state/pandemic-leads-to-unusually-short-list-of-ballot-
measures/article_ae820da8-bd6f-11ea-87a2-5f833065356c.html  
https://electionlawblog.org/wp-content/uploads/OR-PNP-20200630-complaint.pdf  
http://ballot-access.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/StayDenied.pdf  
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